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| tion is appropriate. 


INFORMATION ON VOTING BY MILITARY PERSONNEL 


There is continued in this issue of the Coast Guard Bulletin, the section 
devoted to information regarding voting in the forthcoming elections. 
This section will be continued as long as the publication of this informa- 








NAVIGATION LAW VIOLATION 
PROCEDURE IS CHANGED 


In the handling of reported violations 
of navigation laws and regulations, the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard has 
determined that the alleged offender 
will be given a complete opportunity to 
present his side of the matter before any 
action is taken to require a deposit 
or assess a penalty. As a consequence, 
Section 180.1 of Title 46 CFR, Chapter 
1, Subchapter P, Part 180, has been 
amended to meet the new conditions. 

The new procedure provides that the 
Coast Guard will, in the first instance, 
merely advise the alleged offender that 
a report of a violation has been received. 
Within 30 days he may file a statement 
either denying liability or applying for 
administrative relief. Thus, he is pro- 
vided with an opportunity to enter a 
written denial. If he so requests, he may 
obtain a personal interview with a Coast 
Guard official. If he applies for relief, 
he may do so without filing a deposit. 
To save an extra procedural step, a 
statement denying liability will be 
treated in the alternative as an applica- 
tion for administrative relief, if it is de- 
termined that the person is liable. How- 
ever, the mitigation, when and if 
granted, will be conditional upon pay- 
ment of the penalty as mitigated within 
30 days. If the penalty, as mitigated, is 
not paid, the mitigation is of no ef- 
fect and the assessment of the full 
penalty becomes effective. If the 





penalty, as mitigated, exceeds $50, the 
offender has a right to appeal to the 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, 


NEW POLICY PERMITS WAIVERS 
OF MARINE INSPECTION 
MEMORANDUM NO. 62 


A recent decision of the Commandant 
of the Coast Guard now permits the 
granting of waivers of Marine Inspec- 
tion Memorandum No. 62 which estab- 
lished the policy whereby no license, 
raise of grade, or extension of route 
could be issued to an officer or enlisted 
man of the Coast Guard on active duty 
or to a full-time civilian employee of 
the Coast Guard. 

Under the new policy, commissioned 
officers or enlisted men of the Coast 
Guard Reserve who are subjects of a 
pilot training program, or who find 
it necessary to obtain an original or 
raise of grade of license in order not 
to penalize their activities as pilots may 
submit a letter to the Commandant re- 
questing Headquarters approval of a 
waiver. Approval of the waiver will 
constitute authority for acceptance of 
the application by the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection at the port where the 
examination for the license is to be held. 

In formulating Marine Inspection 
Memorandum No. 62, it was not the in- 
tent of Headquarters to impose injustice 
or restraint on Coast Guard personnel 
who are associated with a pilot training 
program. The purpose of this memoran- 
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dum was to forestall any adverse criti- 
cism or comment which might arise due 
to personnel in the pay of the Coast 
Guard being issued ‘a Federal license by 
the Coast Guard. 


MERCHANT MARINE COUNCIL 
HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING 
ON LIFE RAFTS 


At the direction of the Commandant, 
the Merchant Marine Council of the 
United States Coast Guard held a pub- 
lic hearing on 18 July, the purpose of 
which was to inquire into the general 
suitability, deficiencies, and desirable 
characteristics of improved life rafts. 

The improved rafts were developed 
by the Coast Guard to increase as much 
as possible the chances of survival of 
merchant seamen operating in theaters 
of war all over the world. Since the 
improved rafts have not been in service 
for a sufficient period of time or in ade- 
quate numbers to enable a determina- 
tion of their merits on the basis of 
actual experience, it was the Coast 
Guard’s desire to give all interested 
persons an opportunity to express their 
opinions on the relative merits of the 
various types. 


WARTIME RULES AMENDMENT 
PERMITS APPEALS FROM 
DCGO DECISIONS 


To permit an opportunity for appeal 
to the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
in those cases in which Merchant Ma- 
rine licenses or certificates are sus- 
pended or revoked without probation, 
the Commandant has recently promul- 
gated an amendment to the Temporary 
Wartime Rules Governing Investiga- 
tion of Accidents and Casualties. The 
new amendment also provides for uni- 
formity of decision and administration 
in such cases. 

Under the amendment persons may 
appeal from decisions of District Coast 
Guard Officers to the Commandant who, 
in affirming or modifying orders of 
hearing officers, revokes or suspends, 
unconditionally, licenses or certificates 
of service or efficiency. 

In appeals transmitted by the Dis- 
trict Coast Guard Officers to the Com- 
mandant for decision, as well as in ap- 
peals coming to the Commandant 
through other channels which raise 
questions of general interest and im- 
portance, the Commandant will, in ad- 
dition to findings of fact, conclusions of 
law and final orders, issue formal writ- 
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ten opinions. These opinions will 
thereafter serve as precedents and 
guides to hearing officers and District 
Coast Guard Officers in handling simi- 
lar cases. All written opinions of the 
Commandant will be distributed to the 
District Coast Guard Officers, and to all 
hearing units. Those considered spe- 
cially significant or important will be 
submitted to the publication “American 
Maritime Cases” with a request for 
inchision therein if the editors see fit. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF LIGHTED 
LATERAL AIDS TO BE 
STANDARDIZED 


A program for the further standard- 
ization of the flashing characteristics 
of lighted buoys and minor lights used 
as lateral aids to navigation, has just 
been inaugurated by headquarters. 
Under this program, the number of 
flashing characteristics permissible for 
aids of this type will be reduced to 
approximately 10, as a means of im- 
proving these aids from the point of 
view of the mariner. 

Up to the present time there has been 
a considerable variation in the light 
characteristics for lighted buoys and 
minor lights, partly justified by their 
use for varying purposes. In reducing 
the number of approved characteristics, 
standardization will not be applied to 
those aids where it is important that 
special characteristics be adopted for 
specific reasons or special purposes. 
Neither will it eliminate the special 
light characteristics already adopted 
for the purpose of indicating obstruc- 
tions, sudden constrictions of channels, 
sharp turns in fairways, and such posi- 
tions as mid-channel and junctions. 

It is generally recognized that for 
the proper impression of the light on the 
eye, no time period of light should be 
less than 0.3 seconds with 0.4 seconds 
duration and 0.5 seconds duration being 
better in the reverse order as named. 
With this in mind the standard char- 
acteristics which were established by 
Headquarters are as follows: 

FIXED.—For use where commercial 
current is available, and where there 
is no difficulty in distinguishing such 
lights against the background of other 
lights. Fixed lights operated on elec- 
tric batteries or acetylene gas may be 
justified by the importance of the 
location. 

0.5 SECONDS LIGHT 2.0 SECONDS 
DARK.—For use along the sides of 
channels where the importance of ves- 
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sel traffic and available servicing fa- 
cilities warrant and make possible fre- 
quently repeated flashes. 

0.4 SECONDS LIGHT 3.6 SECONDS 
DARK.—For use along the sides of 
channels where vessei traffic is not 
heavy. 

1.0 to 2.0 SECONDS LIGHT 4.0 to 9.0 
SECONDS DARK.—These character- 
istics are for use on seacoast and ap- 
proach buoys, isolated minor fixed aids 
of similar nature, or where there is 
need for a longer light period to facili- 
tate the taking of bearings. 


ISSUANCE OF GOOD CONDUCT 
AWARDS DISCONTINUED 
FOR DURATION 


To conserve metal needed for the war 
effort, no further purchases or issues 
of good conduct medals and bars will be 
made for the duration of the war, ac- 
cording to instructions recently issued 
by Coast Guard Headquarters. How- 
ever, enlisted personnel, eligible for the 
award may be authorized by their com- 
manding officers to wear a good con- 
duct ribbon in lieu of the medal or a 
bronze star thereon for each subsequent 
clasp earned. 

Enlisted members of the Coast Guard 
(Regular, Reserve, and SPARS) are 
eligible for good conduct awards for 
each 3 full years of continuous active 
duty, provided there has been no mark 
of less than 4.0 in conduct, without re- 
gard to reenlistment, voluntary or in- 
voluntary extension of enlistment. Tem- 
porary members of the Reserve are not 
eligible for good conduct awards. En- 
listed personnel serving temporarily as 
warrant, chief warrant, or commissioned 
officer are not entitled to good conduct 
awards while so serving, but such time 
does not affect continuous service. In 
such cases, when persons concerned have 
reverted to an enlisted status, they will 
be entitled to good conduct awards pro- 
vided the mark during time served as 
an enlisted person has not been below 
the required 4.0 in conduct, and no warn- 
ings, reprimands, or admonitions appear 
in fitness reports or service record dur- 
ing time served in temporary warrant, 
chief warrant, or commissioned grade. 

Personnel entitled to awards upon 
separation from the service may submit 
a request to the Commandant, U. S. 
Coast Guard, Washington, D. C., ap- 
proximately 6 months after the termina- 
tion of the war, giving name and service 
number as they appear on their dis- 
charge certificate, for their good conduct 
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awards. Headquarters will make an 
announcement when good conduct 
medals and bars are again available so 
that personnel still in the service may 
submit requests for the awards to which 
they are entitled. 


PETROLEUM ADMINISTRATOR 
FOR WAR TO ASSUME NEW 
INSPECTION DUTIES 


The increased demands for conserva- 
tion of manpower, together with the 
vital necessity of maintaining a high 
standard of efficiency in security in- 
spections of petroleum waterfront fa- 
cilities, have resulted in an agreement 
between the Coast Guard and the Petro- 
leum Administrator for War. Under 
the agreement, the Petroleum Admin- 
istrator for War will assume the in- 
spectional responsibilities for many of 
the petroleum waterfront facilities 
throughout the Nation, relieving the 
Coast Guard of this important duty. 

The inspection of petroleum water- 
front facilities will be carried out under 
the supervision of the Director, Facility 
Security Division, Petroleum Adminis- 
trator for War. It will be based on the 
Coast Guard’s Regulations for the Pro- 
tection of Waterfront Facilities, and 
will include any other inspectional 
functions necessary for the safeguarding 
of such facilities against destruction, 
loss or injury from sabotage or other 
subversive acts, accidents, or other 
causes of similar nature. 

In the past, the security program of 
the Coast Guard has in a measure de- 
pended upon the highly skilled tech- 
nicians which make up the inspection 
forces under the district directors of 
the Petroleum Administrator for War. 
Their services have enhanced the secu- 
rity of these facilities which are of vital 
importance to the war effort. 


CONTRACT FOR PENDER CLASS 
CUTTER AWARDED TO 
DUBUQUE SHIPYARD 


A contract for the construction of a 
tender class cutter has been awarded 
be the Coast Guard to the Dubuque 
Boat and Boiler Works, Dubuque, Iowa. 
The cost of the cutter will be $191,595. 
The contract stipulates that the vessel 
be delivered by 1 June 1945. 

The vessel, to be named the Fozglove, 
is a tender class cutter with a length 
over all of 114 feet, a beam of 30 feet, 
a draft of 5 feet, and a displacement 
of" approximately 350 tons. Three 





Diesel engines, each developing approxi- 
mately 200 horsepower, will be used 
to turn the three screws. 

The tender will be employed on the 
Western rivers in the handling and 
servicing of aids to navigation. 


CANADIAN GOVERNMENT ISSUES 
SECURITY REGULATIONS FOR 
DOMINION VESSELS 


For the protection of Canadian ves- 
sels in United States ports, the Cana- 
dian Government has recently promul- 
gated security regulations to be 
enforced by British Consular security 
officers. Since the provisions of the 
Canadian regulations are broader in 
scope than the minimum requirements 
of the Coast Guard Regulations for the 
security of vessels in port, they have 
been readily endorsed by the Coast 
Guard. 

There will, however, be no relaxation 
of the enforcement of the Coast Guard 
regulations as they apply to Canadian 
vessels, but, upon request, such coop- 
eration as may be appropriate will be 
extended by Coast Guard personnel to 
British Consular security officers in 
ports in which they are located to assist 
them in enforcing the additional re- 
quirements. 

The vessel security regulations as 
adopted by the Canadian Government 
are as follows: ® 

On vessels 2,000 gross tons and under 
(which will include tugs and barges) no 
guards will be required provided the vessel 
is protected by crew members actually on 
watch on gangways, on decks, and in engine 
rooms while in U. 8S. ports, the responsibil- 
ity resting on owners, agents, and masters 
to see that such watches are carried out 
in accordance with the provisions of section 
6.322 of “U. S. Regulations for the Security 
of Vessels in Port.” 

It is desired that the above protection 
be efficiently maintained in all cases, as 
repeated failure will undoubtedly result 
in the U. S. Captains of the Ports requiring 
employment of shore guards at owner's 
expense. 

Vessels 2,000 to 5,000 gross tons are re- 
quired to have 1 shore guard by day and 2 
by night. 

Vessels 5,000 gross tons and upwards to 
have 2 shore guards by day and 8 by night. 

Cargo guards equipped with fire extin- 
guishers to be stationed on all working 
hatches on vessels of 5,000 tons gross and 
over, irrespective of nature of cargo. 


NEW AGENCY IN COAST GUARD 
TO COORDINATE AIR SEA 
RESCUE OPERATIONS 


The Air Sea Rescue Agency of the 
United States Coast Guard has recently 
extended its Southern Sector Plan of 
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operation to other sectors on the west 
coast of the United States so that the 
plan is now in operation throughout 
the entire Western Sea Frontier. The 
Southern Sector Plan has proven to be 
very effective, and similar plans, modi- 
fied to meet peculiarities of conditions 
elsewhere, are contemplated for other 
areas in the near future. 

The Coast Guard was chosen by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff as the service 
through which American air sea rescue 
research and development would be co- 
ordinated. 

Complying with a request from the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Secretary of 
the Navy approved the establishment, 
in the Coast Guard, of The Air Sea 
Rescue Agency, headed by the Com- 
mandant; and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
have provided for a Board for Air Sea 
Rescue to assist Vice Admiral Waesche 
in this work. 

The work of the Agency and the Board 
is underway. Working in technical data 
concerning research, development, and 
design of air sea rescue equipment, 
and methods, techniques, and procedures 
including the adequacy of facilities for 
air sea rescue, the Agency is conduct- 
ing studies, assembling and disseminat- 
ing information, making recommenda- 
tions to interested agencies, and main- 
taining liaison with other United 
Nations. 

Establishment of the Air Sea Rescue 
Agency in the Coast Guard was re- 
quested by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 
a memorandum on the subject “coordi- 
nation of the research and development 
of equipment for air sea rescue.” Co- 
operation among all the services and 
liaison among Allied Governments is 
being achieved by the nature of the 
Agency and the Board, and through 
their affiliations and contributions, 

The Board assisting Vice Admiral 
Waesche in directing the activities of 
the Agency. consists of two representa- 
tives of the Army Air Forces, one from 
the Army Service Forces, and two from 
the Navy. The Agency itself is staffed 
with officers from the various services, 
including the Coast Guard. Officers 
from the Agency have been assigned to 
duty with the various theater, force, and 
frontier commanders to act as liaison 
officers with all military services in 
the respective "commands. Close con- 
tact is maintained by both the Board 
and the Ageney with Air Sea Rescue 
authorities attached to the delegations 
in this country of the various United 
Nations. Representatives of appropria- 
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ate interested services are included on 
the Agency’s committees, through which 
much of its work is done. 

Cooperation among the services al- 
ready is developing to a marked de- 
gree and it is proving valuable in the 
saving of human lives. For example 
more than two-thirds of the military 
personnel in aircraft crashing or forced 
down at sea in the Southern Sector 
of the Western Sea Frontier are being 
saved. The Air Controller, working 
largely through the Coast Guard Air 
Sea Rescue Task Unit, with Head- 
quarters at San Diego, coordinates res- 
cue information facilities and opera- 
tions. 


ACTIVITIES OF COAST GUARD 
DISPLAYED IN A PUBLIC 
EXHIBIT AT NEW YORK 


The world-wide activities of the 
Coast Guard were displayed in a public 
exhibit held at the International 
Building, Rockefeller Center, from July 
1 to August 4. Entitled “Your Fighting 
Coast Guard,” the exhibit paid tribute 
to the heroic work of Coast Guardsmen 
in all branches of the service. 

Fighting equipment and graphic dis- 
plays illustrated the war operations of 
the Coast Guard in manning invasion 
barges, combat transports, and supply 
ships, and in conducting antisubmarine 
patrol, air patrol, and convoy duty. 
Rescue work ashore and afloat, aids to 
navigation, promoting safety at sea, 
and Port Security operations were all 
graphically shown. 

Among the larger items on display 
was a full size, fully equipped pilot 
house from a Coast Guard patrol cutter 
of a type now on invasion duty. Ex- 
hibits of captured enemy equipment 
from all fronts were displayed. Coast 
Guard films depicting the service in the 
performance of its various duties were 
also shown. 


MEDICAL EVIDENCE REQUIRED 
FOR NATIONAL SERVICE 
INSURANCE MODIFIED 


In view of the difficulty of securing 
complete medical examinations of per- 
sonnel awaiting immediate transfer to 
sea duty or transportation oveseas, the 
Administrator of Veterans Affairs has 
modified the medical evidence required 
in connection with applications of such 
Coast Guard personnel for National 
Service Life Insurance. A full medical 


report will not now be required in those 
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cases in which the individual’s medical 
history, as shown on the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration Insurance Form 350a, 
“Statement of Applicant,” shows the 
applicant to be in good health, with 
negative answers to the questions con- 
tained therein. 

In lieu of a detailed medical examina- 
tion, the following certification will be 
attached to, or entered under “remarks” 
on the application: “I certify that this 
applicant for insurance is a member 
of my command located at this activity 
and he is awaiting immediate transfer 
to sea duty or transportation overseas ; 
that I have personally inspected this 
applicant and believe him to be in good 
health, and that he has been finally 
determined fit for full and unrestricted 
sea or overseas duty.” This certifica- 
tion is dated and signed by the com- 
manding officer. 


SUPPLEMENT TO ATLANTIC AND 
GULF COASTS LIGHT LIST 
NOW AVAILABLE 


A supplement to the U. S. Coast Guard 
Light List, Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, 
1944, has just been published as a sec- 
tion in the 1 July issue (No. 27) of the 
weekly Notice to Mariners. Identical 
in format to the regular issue of the 
Light List, the supplement contains 28 
pages of changes and additions which 
have occurred since the printing of the 
List early in the year. It is corrected 
up to and including Notice to Mariners 
No. 25, dated 17 June 1944. Printed 
on one side of the paper only, the new 
information can readily be cut and 
pasted into the appropriate places in the 
regular Light List. 

A similar 6-page supplement to the 
U. 8S. Coast Guard Light List, Pacific 
Coast, 1944, was published in the Notice 
to Mariners in April. It contained 
changes and additions up to and includ- 
ing the 8 April 1944 issue of the Notice 
to Mariners. 


‘FIRE FIGHTING SCHOOL TO 
GET LIBERTY SHIP HULL 
FOR USE IN TRAINING 


The hull of a Liberty-type cargo ship 
has been turned over to the Coast Guard 
by the War Shipping Administration for 
use at the fire-fighting school at the 
Coast Guard Training Station, Fort Mc- 
Henry, Baltimore, Md. The hull will be 
used in the instruction of trainees in 
fire-fighting and damage-control on 
board ship. Heretofore, mock-ups rep- 


















resenting ship compartments have been 
used, but with the acquisition of the 
hull, actual ship structure and condi- 
tions can now be employed in the train- 
ing. 

The vessel, the Gaspar de Portola, 
suffered severe bottom damage and be- 
“ame a constructive total loss. All ma- 
chinery and equipment which could be 
salvaged was removed and the hull was 
offered to the Coast Guard. It is plan- 
ned to moor the vessel alongside the 
seawall at Fort McHenry and, if neces- 
sary, enclose it with a cofferdam or 
breakwater. 

Having an actual, modern, ship hull, 
particularly one of the Liberty-type 
which constitutes such a large part of 
our wartime Merchant Marine, should 
prove to be very valuable in the training 
at Fort McHenry. Not only will prob- 
lems of fire- and damage-control be 
studied under realistic conditions but 
the hull can be used for laboratory work 
in the testing of fire equipment, fire 
resistant materials, and the like. 


WINNEBAGO LATEST OF OWASCO 
CLASS VESSELS TO BE 
LAUNCHED 


Another cutter of the Owasco class 
was launched at the yard of the West- 
ern Pipe and Steel Company, San Pedro, 
Calif., on 2 July. Mrs. Philip F. Roach, 
the wife of Commodore Roach, District 
Coast Guard officer of the Twelfth Naval 
District, acted as sponsor at the cere- 
monies which saw the 255-foot cruising 
cutter Winnebago sent down the ways. 

The Winnebago, the fourth vessel of 
the Owasco class to be launched by the 
Western Pipe and Steel Company within 
the past three months, has a length 
over-all of 255 feet, a beam of 43 feet, 
a draft of 15 feet, and a displacement 
of approximately 2,000 tons. Turbo- 
electric propulsion developing 4,000 
horsepower will be available to turn a 
single screw. 


COAST GUARDSMEN DECORATED 
FOR OUTSTANDING ROLES 
IN MARSHALL ISLANDS 


For the outstanding roles they played 
in the assault on Eniwetok Atoll in the 
Marshall Islands, many Coast Guards- 
men have been awarded medals by the 
Commander in Chief of the United 
States Pacific Fleet. Among the more 
important were: 

The Silver Star Medal to Lt. (j.g.) 
Robert Eugene Emerson for service as 
set forth in the following citation: 
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“For gallantry and intrepidity in action 
during the assault on Eniwetok Atoll, Mar- 
shall Islands, 17-22 February 1944. As 
boat group commander, he led his landing 
boat group, under fire, in three separate 
attacks upon islands of Eniwetok Atoll. The 
cool and skillful direction of the landing 
boats in his charge, his initiative and effi- 
ciency in traffic control and boat salvage 
while under fire, and his unceasing devotion 
to duty throughout the operation contrib- 
uted materially to the successful participa- 
tion of his ship in the assault. His conduct 
throughout was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the naval service.” 


The Silver Star Medal to Lt. (j.g.) 
Robert Hoyle for service as set forth 
in the following citation: 


“For conspicuous gallantry in action 
against the enemy at Engebi and Parry 
Islands, Eniwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, 
where he landed with the assault waves on 
18th and 22d February, 1944. Under devas- 
tating enemy fire, and without regard for 
his personal safety, he immediately and 
continuously exposed himself to enemy fire 
in order to perform his duties as _ beach- 
master. He was constantly walking or 
standing in upright position on the beach, 
even when all other troops were in prone 
or protected positions, and was thus able 
to successfully direct and control his beach 
part, the landing and retraction of boafs 
and evacuation of the wounded. At Parry 
Island, he quickly gained control of the 
mass of landing craft and, by his cool 
courage, quick decisions, skillful direction 
and inspiring leadership he succeeded in 
swiftly evacuating wounded and clearing the 
beach for operation. Many of the casualties 
were wounded in his presence as he per- 
formed his duties. On both Engebi and 
Parry Islands, he, acting on his own initia- 
tive, made his way through heavy enemy 
fire to relay urgent messages to the Landing 
Team Commander. His devotion to duty 
and efficient performance of duty saved 
many lives and contributed immeasurably 
to the smooth flow of reinforcements and 
supplies which led to the ultimate success 
of the operation. Ilis conduct throughont 
was in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the naval service.” 


The Bronze Star Medal to Malcolm 
M. Anderson, Radioman Third Class, 
for service as set forth in the following 
citation: 


“For meritorious achievement as a mem- 
ber of the beach party of a naval transport 
during the landing operations at Eniwetok 
Atoll, Marshall Islands, During the land- 
ing assault at Engebi Island and at Parry 
Island, and while under enemy fire, he 
quickly and efficiently established radio 
communications with all vessels participat- 
ing and thus contributed materially to the 
success of the landing operations. His cou- 
rageous action and teamwork with other 
units assisted materially and were in keep- 
ing with the highest traditions of the naval 
service.” 

The Navy and Marine Corps Medal 
to Vernon W. Damewood, Boatswain’s 
Mate First Class, for service as set forth 
in the following citation: 

“For heroism in rescuing an officer from 


drowning in Eniwetok lagoon on 22 Febru- 
ary, 1944. At about 2320, when this officer 
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returned to the ship from the shore, his 
field pack became entangled in the debarka- 
tion ladder. While trying to extricate him- 
self he sustained a painful injury and fell 
into the water with full equipment, which 
he was unable to release as it was entangled 
with his clothing. This officer weakly called 
for help. Damewood quickly perceived the 
situation and without delay or thought of 
his own safety dove overboard to this offi- 
cer’s assistance. He inflated the victim’s 
life belt, cut away his equipment and hailed 
a passing boat. His quick action saved a 
life and was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the naval service.” 


The Navy and Marine Corps Medal 
to Lt. (j. g.) John M. Johnson, James 
C. Longmire, Gunner’s Mate Third 
Class, Bert P. Fuller, Radioman Third 
Class, Clyde T. Brien, Seaman First 
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Class, Howard R. Larsen, Seaman First 
Class, Leroy A. Choina, Seaman Second 
Class, and Billy L. Miller, Fireman First 
Class, for service as set forth in the 
following citation which was identical 
for each man: 


“For heroism in rendering assistance to 
wounded personnel during landing opera- 
tions at Parry Island, Eniwetok Atoll, Mar- 
shall Islands. While a vessel was burning 
as the result of a direct hit and in probable 
danger of further explosions, he went aboard 
the vessel and rendered assistance to 
wounded and others at a time when the 
ship’s personnel were unable to do so. His 
courageous action undoubtedly resulted in 
the prevention of loss of life of many of 
those injured. His conduct was in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the naval 
service. 














INFORM. -N ON VOTING 





The new Serviceman’s Voting Law 
{Public Law 277, 78th Congress) pro- 
vides that “there shall be delivered” to 
each eligible person a posteard (USWBC 
No. 1) not later than 15 August out- 
side the United States, and not later 
than 15 September inside the United 
States. 

The Navy Department defines an eli- 
gible person as any citizen who is a 
member of the armed forces of the 
United States, the Merchant Marine, 
or of the American Red Cross, the So- 
ciety of Friends, the Woman Auxiliary 
Service Pilots, or the United Service 
Organization if attached to and serv- 
ing with the armed forces and who will 
be 21 years old on 7 November, 1944 
(18 for citizens of Georgia). Inasmuch 
as the State is the sole judge as to 
eligibility, all doubt should be resolved 
in favor of delivering postcards. 

The following instructions concern- 
ing the delivery of such postcards have 
been issued by the Secretary of the Navy 
(Circular Letter dated 23 May, 1944): 

“In general.—Posteards should be dis- 
tributed, if practicable, at muster or 
when the entire command (including at- 
tached civilians) is present. A roster, 
in duplicate (including attached 
civilians), should be employed in order 
to provide a record of the distribution. 
An appropriate notation should be made 
opposite the name of each eligible per- 
son to whom a card is delivered. A 
distinguishing notation should also be 
made opposite the name of each in- 
eligible person. Those not present at the 
time and place of distribution, either 
because of change of station, leave, 
sickness, a for disciplinary 
reasons, or other calses, should be pro- 
vided with postcards at the earliest op- 
portunity and an entry should be made 
on the roster. 

“Outside the United States.—Post- 
ecards should be distributed outside the 
United States at such time prior to 15 
August as will most likely insure their 
receipt in the several states on or about 
20 August. Factors, such as pending 
military operations within the knowl- 
edge of the appropriate commanding 
officer, will govern in the determination 
of that time. Premature delivery is to 
be avoided as it will increase the possi- 
bility of a change in the service address 
of the individual occurring between the 
mailing of the postcard and the receipt 
of the State ballot. 
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BY MILITARY PE. NEL 

“Inside the United States.—Post- 
ecards should be distributed inside the 
United States on or about 20 August.” 

In compliance with these instructions, 
the Voting Officer of each unit of the 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard 
will distribute the postcard to the per- 
sonnel attached to his unit. This post- 
ecard is accepted by 47 of the 48 States 
as a valid application for a State ab- 
sentee ballot. It is not so accepted in 
South Carolina. Therefore, in the event 
that a serviceman who will be of vot- 
ing age as of T November is not deliy- 
ered the postcard (USWBC No. 1) by 
the dates indicated above, he should 
immediately notify the Voting Officer of 
his unit to that effect. A Voting Officer, 
so notified, shall promptly furnish him 
with the postcard. 

Seven States and the Territory of 
Hawaii will hold their primaries be- 
tween 15 August and 7 October, inclu- 
sive. One State, Maine, will hold its 
general election on 11 September for 
all State and local officials as well as 
for Representatives in Congress. The 
Territory of Alaska will hold its general 
election on 12 September. 

The following has been prepared to 
stress certain procedures common to 
all States and to point out provisions 
of State law of particular States. The 
following five points are emphasized : 

1. The serviceman applying for a pri- 
mary ballot must state his party affilia- 
tion. 

2. The serviceman should print or 
type his name, service number and ad- 
dress under his signature on the post- 
ecard application. 

8. The serviceman, upon receiving his 
absentee ballot, should execute it in 
accordance with instructions accom- 
panying it and return it at once. 

4. No commissioned, warrant, non- 
commissioned or petty officer should at- 
tempt to influence any member of the 
armed forces to vote or not to vote for 
any particular candidate. 

5. In the event that the Voting Officer 
by reference to the Navy Voting Man- 
ual is unable to provide a satisfactory 
answer to a qtiestion of a serviceman 
as to his eligibility to obtain a complete 
State ballot, such question should be 
immediately referred by the serviceman 
to the secretary of state of the State 
of his residence. In this situation a 
postcard should nevertheless be deliv- 
ered to the serviceman. 
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ALASKA holds its territorial elec- 
tion on 12 September. No further elec- 
tion is held in November. The postcard 
which is available from the command- 
ing officer will be honored. No further 
steps are necessary to effect registra- 
tion. 

COLORADO holds its primaries on 12 
September. Servicemen may use post- 
card application available from com- 
manding officer. Previous registration 
is not required. 

HAWAII has no provision for ab- 
sentee voting for servicemen. Voter 
must appear in person in their home 
precinct or at a polling place, within the 
territory designated by the Governor. 

LOUISIANA permits servicemen to 
apply for state absentee ballot by mail- 
ing the postcard available from com- 
manding officer. One application is 
sufficient for both the first and second 
primaries. The laws of Louisiana af- 
fecting these primaries require per- 
sonal appearance by a prospective voter 
before proper registration officials with- 
in the State in order to effect registra- 
tion. 

MAINE holds its state election on 11 
September. At this election voting will 
be for Representatives in Congress and 
state and local officials. The postcard, 
which is available from the command- 
ing officer, will be honored both as an 
application for a ballot and for registra- 
tion. Voting for President and Vice 
President will take place at the general 
election to be held on 7 November. One 
application is sufficient for both elec- 
tions. 

NEVADA holds its primaries on 5 
September. The postcard application 
available from the commanding officer 
will be honored. No registration is re- 
quired. 
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DATES OF PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS 





SOUTH CAROLINA holds its first pri- 
mary on 25 July and its second primary 
on 22 August. Servicemen may request 
a primary ballot, if enrolled prior to 27 
June with local party club. Applica- 
tion for such enrollment or for a pri- 
mary ba:lot should be made to a local 
club or county secretary by the service- 
man or by a relative or friend in his 
behalf. 

TEXAS holds its first primary on 22 
July and its run-off primaries on 26 
August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding of- 
ficer will be honored. If the service- 
man applicant states on his postcard ap- 
plication that he desires it treated as 
an application for both the first and the 
run-off primaries, it will be treated as 
a valid application for both primaries. 
The previous payment of a poll tax is 
required by the state laws affecting’ 
these primaries. Therefore, the post- 
ecard application must be accompanied 
by either a poll tax receipt or an af- 
fidavit of its loss. Previous registration 
is not required. 

UTAH holds its first primaries on 11 
July and its run-off primaries on 15 
August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding of- 
ficer will be honored. One such post- 
ecard application will be treated as an 
application for both first and the run- 
off primaries. 

WISCONSIN holds its primaries on 15 
August. The postcard application which 
is available from the commanding of- 
ficer will be honored. Registration will 
be effected by receipt of the postcard 
by the clerk of the city, village, or town 
of the residence of the serviceman ap- 
plicant; or by necessary imformation 
being given to such clerk by any in- 
terested party. 
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